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DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY DIA is a regular 


DIA is an IB member of CIS 


World School EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 


DIA /ogue 58 


16 December, 2008 
THE NEWSLETTER OF DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 


On behalf of everyone at DIA, we wish you Merry 
| Christmas, and a very Happy New Year. We hope you 

have a wonderful break and we look forward to seeing 

everyone back on 4 January, 2009. 


+> FORTHCOMING DATES + 


Friday, 19 December to Saturday, 3 January Winter break 

Sunday, 4 January School resumes 

Sunday, 11 January Elementary School Professional Development Day 
(No classes Elementary School) 

Wednesday, 14 to Monday, 19 January MYP Mid-Year Exams 

Wednesday, 14 to Wednesday, 21 January Year 12, DP 1 Mid-Year Exams 

Wednesday, 4 and Thursday, 5 February Secondary Sports Days 

Thursday, 5 February After School Activities Part 1 finish 

Sunday, 8 February After School Activities Part 2 start 

Sunday, 8 February DP 1 Reports issued 

Sunday, 15 to Wednesday, 25 February DP 2 “Mock" Exams 

Monday, 16 February Year 11 Personal Project Exhibition 

Tuesday, 17 to Thursday, 19 February KG1 to Year 6 Sports Day 

Thursday, 5 March International Day 

Monday, 9 March Prophet's Birthday - Holiday 

Wednesday, 11 March Year 13, DP2 reports issued 

Thursday, 12 March Year 13, DP2 Parent Teacher Conferences 

Thursday, 19 March MYP Reports issued 

Thursday, 19 March End of Term II 

Sunday, 22 March Start of Term IIT 

Wednesday, 25 to Thursday, 26 March Three way/Parent Teacher Conferences $ day 

Tuesday, 31 March to Saturday, 4 April Space Camp - Duke of Edinburgh 

Friday, 3 to Sunday, 12 April Spring Break & DIA Holiday 

Monday, 13 April School resumes 

Thursday, 23 April Year 3 to Year 6 Swim Festival 

Tuesday, 28 to Thursday, 30 April DP study leave 

Thursday, 30 April DI@TECH 

Monday, 4 to Thursday, 21 May IB DP Exams 

Wednesday, 6 May Year 6 Exhibition 


Page 1 of 9 


Wednesday, 27 May DP Graduation 

Thursday, 28 May After School Activities Part 2 Finish 

Thursday, 28 May DIA Holiday 

Wednesday, 3 June to Monday, 8 June End of Year Exams - Year 7 to Year 12 
Wednesday, 10 to Thursday, 11 June Three way Conference and Portfolio (whole day) 
Wednesday, 17 June Awards Ceremonies 

Thursday, 18 June PYP - Year 1 and Year 6 Graduation 

Thursday, 18 June MYP - Year 11 Graduation 

Tuesday, 23 June - End of Term IIT 

Thursday, 25 June - Last day for teachers 


NOTE - Subject to change in line with school & government requirements. Islamic holidays 
subject to lunar calendar. 


+> IMPORTANT NOTES ON FORTHCOMING EVENTS + 
WINTER BREAK 


Elementary students will be dismissed at 12.00 pm this Thursday, 18 
December. 


Secondary students will finish at the usual time of 2.30 pm. : 
Buses will operate at 12:00 pm and 2:30 pm. tad pp 
This is the start of our winter break and students will return to school Ho/; Y 
on Sunday, 4 January, 2009. (day 


We wish you and your family a safe and enjoyable break. 


RE-ENROLLMENT FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2009/2010 

An early reminder that we shall be conducting our annual re-enrollment process in January, when 
we've all returned from the Winter Break. For those families new to DIA, this is where we ask 
you to inform us of your intentions for the upcoming academic year, whether your children will be 
remaining at DIA or leaving us. Letters explaining the process in more detail, including the re- 
enrollment form that will need to be completed per student, and details of required payment for 
re-enrollment, will be sent out both via email and given to each student to bring home in January. 


The Admissions Team - admissions@diadubai.com 


BOOKS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES WRITTEN IN OTHER LANGUAGES 

If you are travelling to other parts of the world during the upcoming winter break, and happen to 
be browsing books from these countries, you may like to bring some back to be included in the 
DIA library. It does not matter if these books are written in another language, as it adds to the 
richness of our collection, and provides students with opportunities to read books in their own 
languages, and share these books with their peers. Any books that are donated to DIA will be 
acknowledged with a note included in the book that will document the name of donor and date of 
donation. Your contributions would be very warmly received. 

Alison Besselaar, PYP Coordinator/Deputy Principal 


INTERNATIONAL DAY, 5 MARCH, 2008 

As you will also read in this issue of Dialogue, PADIA will be hosting our afternoon celebrations 
for International Day on 5 March, 2008. As part of DIA's celebrations, and also to highlight 
World Book day on 5 March, the Elementary School will be holding a day of international book 
themed events. There will be more information sent out in the coming months regarding the 
schedule for the day, however we will be asking children to come to school dressed as a character 
from a fiction book, from their country. This will not be a day to dress up as their 
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favourite footballer, super hero or rock diva. The children will be involved in activities related to 
their character so it should be related to children's fiction. Please, if your child does not have a 
book in mind, it may be something to plan if you are visiting your home country during the break. 


Happy holidays! 
Julian Wilcock, Deputy Principal Elementary School 


+ RECENT HAPPENING +> 


YEAR 2ZJ APPRECIATE THE UAE - HAPPY NATIONAL DAY, EVERYONE! 


Adam: I like Dubai because it has video games. 


Aishini: I love Dubai because it is very fun and because it has lots of rides. 


Arno: I like Dubai because they have toy stores and Lego 
Star Wars. 

Caroline: I like the UAE because I like Abu Dhabi. The 
buildings are beautiful. 

Elina: Abu Dhabi has lots of fun and nice stuff to do. It also 
looks good at night. 

Elyssa: I like Dubai because it has Fun City and it is nice. 
Habiba: I like Dubai because it has lots of somewhere to go 
in it and it's big and beautiful and it has in it a lot of shops 
and markets and you could buy anything you want and you 
could have some fun in Dubai and there are lots of nice 
schools and fun schools like Dubai International Academy. 
Hannah R: I like Dubai because I like DIA and the pool 
temperature and my car and friends and my home, even my 
teacher and my funny friend Stacey and Merel and Raya and 
all the places. 

Hannah P: T like our pool in Dubai and mom and dad and DIA. 
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Himanshu: I like Sharjah because my brother is living in it so I like Sharjah and there are green 
and white buildings so Sharjah is good and hot and when I go there I have fun. 
Janishq: I like Abu Dhabi because it is awesome and I will tell you why it is awesome because I 


like the houses. 

Keagan: I like Dubai because there are games in Ibn 
Batuta. 

Matias: I like Dubai because it is hot. 

Raya: I like Dubai because I have lots of friends and 
the chapter books in Emirates Mall and because Dubai 
has So so so So so nice beaches and pools. 

Rayan: I like Green Community because it is fun and 
there is a mall and there are cars. 

Rodmehr: I like UAE but I like cars, toys and I like 
DIA and my friends. 

Shiv: We went to Greens. I was 4 years then 5 years 
then 6 years. It is fun in Greens. 

Stacey: I like Dubai because I like all the homes and 
friends and shops and toys. 

Stephen: I like Dubai because there are a lot of toy 
stores in Mall of the Emirates. 

Tamara: I like Dubai because my school is in it and my 
friends are in Dubai too. And I forgot even my parents 
are in it too. And that's why I like Dubai. 
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Tanishka: I like Dubai because it is funin DIA and my friends and teachers. 
Tomi: I like Dubai because in Dubai there are Ben10 toys! 

Umer: I like Dubai because I like the cars. 

Ye Eun: I like Abu Dhabi because it is beautiful and nice and clean. 


THIMUN SINGAPORE, 18 - 22 NOVEMBER, 2008 

The fourth Annual Conference of THIMUN Singapore got off to a flying start which saw the 
participation of about 1000 delegates who converged at Hwa Chong Lee Institution in Singapore 
from different parts of Asia and Europe. 


From the Middle East region there were schools from Doha, Bahrain and Dubai International 
Academy from Dubai. 


The students represented the countries of 
Bosnia - Herzegovina and St. Lucia. The 
following students participated as delegates of 
these countries. 


Aman Ghose, Year 11A 
Aman Puri, Year 10B 
Aishwarya Nambiar, Year 10E 
Bushra Arif Shaikh, Year 10B 
Ghazal Carissa Watfa, Year 11C 
Kristine Rysgaard Soltoft, Year 11 C 
Marie Louise Melanie van Boldrik, Year 
12D (Ambassador of the delegation of 
St. Lucia) 
Nader Jouzy, Year 12B ( Ambassador of the delegation of Bosnia - Herzegovina) 
. Samuel Borja, Year 12D 
10. Seri Osama Salim AbuKhader, Year 12 D 
11. Sharifah Aishah Alahas, Year 10E 
12. Vamika Bajaj, Year 10B 


For the first time, the position of Student Officer was granted to a student from DIA based on 
his MUN experience and commitment. Aahan Bhojani, Year 12C was awarded the prestigious 
position of Vice Chair of GA 2 which gave him excellent exposure to conducting and chairing a 
committee. 


The four day conference saw students debating on various issues like: /mplementing trade policies 
to help reduce poverty and inequality, protection of world heritage sites; maintenance of 
international peace and security, and many more. 


In spite of a very tight schedule where students were in conference from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
they still managed to do a bit of sightseeing when they went ona tour to the famous Sentosa 
island and also on the Night Safari. 


The level of preparation and passion for dialogue and debate that has been seen among students 
of DIA is very heartening indeed. The students were accompanied by teachers Ms. Nusrien Khan 
and Ms. Bhanu Shankar. 


A great job was done by the students of DIA! 
THIMUN SINGAPORE 2008 - BY VAMIKA BAJAJ, YEAR 10B 
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My trip to Singapore was a great learning experience and was extremely memorable. In the very 
beginning I did feel a little anxious especially as it was my first conference. However, I am glad to 
say I enjoyed every bit of it and my efforts were definitely worth it. It was an entirely new 
experience to have people from all over the world with different opinions to be put together 
under the same roof and share their opinions about the same topics. Being teenagers, at first it 
felt a little awkward to be conversing in formal parliamentary language but it took no time to get 
acquainted to it. 


In my opinion the first two days were the biggest challenges. On the first day we had to lobby, 
meet new people, get introduced to them, find other delegates with similar opinions and formulate 
resolutions together. 


The second day was actually our first day of conference i.e. it was the first time we actually 
debated on resolutions. This was also a challenging day as it was the first time in the conference I 
expressed my views in front of all the delegates. 


By the third day we had settled down. I knew exactly what to expect and was familiar with the 
procedure. Speaking at the podium no longer seemed daunting. 


By the third day the conference room felt like home. In fact in the hotel room, my friends and I 
would inadvertently use parliamentary language as we were so used to it. MUN seemed to be 
getting more and more interesting each day. Our last day of debating ended with a lot of funny 
superlatives and entertaining speeches by both delegates and the chairs. 


MUN taught us to exchange opinions and recognise the variety of ways to address the same issue. 
Finally, we learnt to negotiate and cooperate with others to put together mutually beneficial 
resolution. Also since I was representing the stance of Bosnia-Herzegovina on several issues, I got 


to learn a lot about an entirely new country. 


All in all, I consider myself privileged to be able to witness and participate in this event. I did 
make a lot of friends by the end of it and I am missing Singapore already. It was an important 
milestone in my life. I am hoping to participate in similar conferences in future. 


DPS MUN 2008, 15 - 16 NOVEMBER, 2008 

Students of Dubai International Academy attended DPSMUN, a Model United Nations Conference 
conducted by Delhi Private School, Sharjah, which saw about 200 delegates take part from 
various schools in the UAE, GCC and India. 


Abhinav Menon, Year 8D Amay Bhojani, Year 9C and Naman Jain, Year 9A attended this 
conference which was held over two days on 15 and 16 November, 2008. Dubai International 
Academy represented the country of Venezuela. Our young delegates performed enthusiastically, 
debating on issues such as: violation of childrens’ rights; the problem of inflation, sustainable 
development, among others. 


DPS Sharjah has been hosting the interschool DPS MUN for 5 years now, where students from 
schools all over the Gulf have participated. This is the second year running that DIA has 
participated in this event. 


STUDENTS FROM ZAYED UNIVERSITY 
VISITED DIA 
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Ms. Sumaya, a teacher student from 
Zayed University, has visited Year 3SS 
for the past two months. 


Year 3SS students performing Students using shapes to form Year 3 SS students during their 
for their Music concert. patterns in Math class. library lessons. 


YEAR 3MK 

Year 3MK had a very informative session with Mr. Ali Burini, a 
representative of Braille House, who gave a presentation about 
Braille to the students. They were made aware of books in Braille, 
toys and tactile boards used by blind students. They learnt how 
Braille is a means of communication for the blind and partially 
sighted. The guest speaker even showed a “mini computer”, with a 
Braille keyboard to emphasise "E" learning for the blind. 


ALL SMILES, AT THE MUSIC ASSEMBLY - YEAR 3MK 

Year 3MK had a very busy time with their summative assessment 
week. There were a variety of signs and symbols used with their 
posters and dioramas. The creativity and enthusiasm of the 
students was evident in the roads, zoos and museums they 
designed. 


DUBAT CARES “THE MILLION BOOK CHALLENGE” RESULTS 

Over the last 2 weeks, students from KG1-Year 9 took part in the The Million 
Book Challenge initiated by Dubai Cares. Students had to record books they 
read in their reading trackers. Totals were added on a daily basis and sent to 
the Dubai Cares team. In addition to daily book counts, the Elementary section 
ran this as an inter-house competition, where each book read counted as one 
house point. At the end of 2 weeks students had read a total of 11,732 books. 
“Water" was the winning house with a total number of 1918 points. The 

Dubai Cares — average books read were 6.7 per child. It was a great way to get the students 
reading. 


+ vuppates +> 


CHANGING YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION 
From time to time you may move house, transfer job, change phones or email address. If any 
details change that the school requires in order to be able to contact you in case of emergency, or 
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for general updates, please notify us of these changes immediately through any of the following 


methods: 


Visit Janine or Minna at the DIA main reception, and ask them to make the change; 

Send an email to info@diadubai.com, and clearly state what needs to be changed; 
Telephone main reception, 04 368 4111 and explain what needs to be changed; 

Go to the Elementary School or the Secondary School office, and ask the secretary to 


make the necessary change. 


For your information, changes made by parents in Edline, just affect Edline settings. For changes 
to be made to the main school database, please notify us using one of the above methods. 


ZAKS UNIFORM 


The new shop timings for Zaks in the Market Mall (Dubai Investment Park) will be from 10:00 
am - 6:30 p.m. The new shop timings will be implemented from December 2008. 


Zaid Ali, Operations Director 
Zaks Uniforms 


+> sports FIXTURES + 


Sunday, 11 January, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Sunday, 11 January, 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Monday, 12 January, 3:30 pm - 12:00 am 
Monday, 12 January, 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Tuesday, 20 January, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Tuesday, 20 January, 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Wednesday, 21 January, 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Wednesday, 21 January, 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
Sunday, 25 January, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Sunday, 25 January, 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Wednesday, 28 January, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Wednesday, 28 January, 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Saturday, 31 January, All day 

Sunday, 1 February, 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Sunday, 1 February, 4:30pm - 5:30 pm 
Wednesday, 4 February, All Day 

Thursday, 5 February, All Day 

Sunday, 8 February 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Sunday, 8 February, 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Monday, 9 February, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Monday, 9 February, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Monday, 9 February, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Thursday, 12 February, All day 

Friday, 13 February, All day 

Sunday, 22 February, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Sunday, 22 February, 3:30 - 4:30 pm 
Saturday, 28 February, All Day 


JV U 16 Girls DIA vs ASD Basketball @ DIA 
JV U 16 Boys DIA vs ASD Basketball @ DIA 
V U 18 Girls DIA vs ASD Basketball @ ASD 

V U 18 Boys DIA vs ASD Basketball @ ASD 

V U 18 Girls DIA vs UAS Basketball @ UAS 

V U 18 Boys DIA vs UAS Basketball @ UAS 
JV U 16 Girls DIA vs UAS Basketball @ DIA 
JV U 16 Boys DIA vs UAS Basketball @ DIA 
U 14 Girls DIA vs ASD Basketball @ DIA 

J 14 Boys DIA vs ASD Basketball @ DIA 

U 14 Girls DIA vs UAS Basketball @ DIA 

U 14 Boys DIA vs UAS Basketball @ DIA 

DCC Cross Country @ DIA (Mushrif Park) 

JV U 16 Boys DIA vs DAA Basketball @ DIA 
JV U 16 Girls DIA vs DAA Basketball @ DIA 
Secondary School Sports Day 

Secondary School Sports Day 

U 14 Girls DIA vs DAA Basketball @ DIA 

U14 Boys DIA vs DAA basketball @ DIA 

JV U16 Girls DIA vs AAG basketball @ AAG 
V U 18 Boys DIA vs DAA Basketball @ DAA 

V U 18 Girls DIA vs DAA Basketball @ DAA 
BCC JV Basketball finals Boys and Girls @ DIA 
DCC JV Basketball finals Boys and Girls @ DIA 
U 14 Girls DIA vs AAG Basketball @ DIA 

V U Girls DIA vs AAG Basketball @ AAG 

DCC V Basketball Boys and Girls Finals @ UAS 
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COMMENT AND FEEDBACK 

If you would like to comment or give feedback on any aspect of what is offered by Dubai 
International Academy, please do so at your convenience, using the e-mail address 
diafeedback@diadubai.com. We look forward to hearing from you. 


PADIA Reminder 


International Day 5 March, 2008 
On International Day, children have the opportunity to wear National Dress for the after school 


event. So if you are visiting your home country over the break, think of what you could bring back 
to Dubai to wear on the day or ask family to mail it now so you have something for March. 


Parents will be organising stands representing their countries, so bring decorations, posters, 
souvenirs etc back to Dubai from trips home at winter break if possible to help these organisers. 


We take this opportunity to thank all our volunteers and parents for the great support in 
2008. 

We will return refreshed in the New Year, with more information on our 2009 PADIA 
events. 

Take care and have a safe and happy Winter Break 


PADIA Core group 


Alison, Catherine, Gill, Karine, Kerry, Samita, Sonali, Valerie and Varsha. 
padiadubai@hotmail.com 


PADIA 


PASSIONATE ABOUT DIA 
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WINTER SOUK, 28 NOVEMBER, 2008 
The day was wonderful, even the threat of rain could not dampen our spirits. Children proudly 
showed off henna, manicured nails, tattoos and coloured hair. They had plenty of fun with sparkly 
jewels and glue on the frame making table and dipping for surprise gifts at the Lucky Dip Stall, 
while parents browsed and shopped from the 83 hugely varied stalls. 


Year 2GN made their own 
Holiday cards to raise money for Al Ihsan 
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